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to in the Middle East, the home of the three
great monotheistic religions in the world? On
this Sunday, I called the leaders of the talks
now going on in the Middle East and pleaded
with them again to resolve their differences, to
preserve what is a holy land for so many of
us so that their children can grow up in peace
and dignity and honor.

America’s soldiers went to Rwanda and to So-
malia to save hundreds and hundreds of thou-
sands of people who should have been able to
get along. America’s soldiers are today in Bosnia,
saving the lives of people who should have been
able to get along.

On the other hand, if you look at how small
the world is getting, and if you look at our
base, our economic base, our resources, our ca-
pacity to produce, our educational system, our
connections with the rest of the world, our di-
versity is a miracle of opportunity as we stand
on the threshold of the 21st century.

And so I say again, as important as all those
specific policies are, it’s also important that we
make up our mind that we’re going to build
that bridge to the 21st century together, we’re
going to walk across it together, we’re going
to say to each other, ‘‘If you believe in the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, if you’re willing to show up

tomorrow and do your job or go to school and
do what you’re supposed to do, we don’t need
to know anything else about you. You’re part
of our America. We’re going forward with you.
We’re going forward with you.’’

So I ask you to decide. This election is not
very far away. Most people in Virginia have been
voting against members of my party for Presi-
dent for over three decades now. And I know
how hard it is to break a habit. [Laughter] But
one of the things we all teach our kids is that
some habits have to be broken.

I want you to go out from this place and
spend the next 9 days and tell your fellow Vir-
ginians they did a great thing for America when
they and their native sons led us into the 19th
century 200 years ago. And Virginia can help
lead America into the 21st century 9 days from
now.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at Lee
High School Park. In his remarks, he referred to
Virginia State Senator Yvonne Miller; Katherine
K. Hanley, chair, Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors; Sue Wrenn, chair, Virginia Democratic
Party; Ellen Malcolm, president, EMILY’s List;
musician Bruce Hornsby; and Virginia senatorial
candidate Mark Warner.

Remarks at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee
October 27, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you. I am de-
lighted to be here at the reunion of the Vice
President’s family, friends, and medical support
team. [Laughter] I would like to keep this crowd
with us for the next several days. [Laughter]

I’m delighted to be back at Vanderbilt. Chan-
cellor Wyatt, Vice Chancellor Robinson, thank
you very much for making us feel so welcome
here. Congressman Clement, thank you for com-
ing with us. I’d also like to acknowledge our
good friend Justin Dart, who leads our national
effort to mobilize people with disabilities. Thank
you, Justin. Thank you for being here.

Noah Liff, thank you for your example and
for your fine words and for your support of
welfare reform. And I thank the other business
leaders who are here as well.

Governor McWherter, thank you for being my
friend and my colleague over all these years.
You know, you Tennesseans can say that he
was the best Governor Tennessee ever had. I
don’t know that because I never lived here. But
I can tell you this: He’s the best politician I
ever met. The first time I ever met him, he
put that ‘‘aw, shucks’’ deal on me that he does,
you know. I wanted to reach in my pocket and
make sure the billfold was still there. [Laughter]
And if he’d wanted it, I would have given it
to him. [Laughter]

I think it’s fair to say that those of us who
served as Governors with Ned McWherter
thought at the time there was no State that
was better run, no State more oriented toward
the proper balance of continuous change and
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sensible management and old-fashioned com-
mon sense and good values. And I’m honored
by his friendship and his support, and I’m de-
lighted he’s here with us today.

I want to say a special word of thanks, as
we move to the end of this election season,
to the Vice President. I was watching him on
the debate the other night and thinking that
I knew exactly what he was going to say before
he said it. And we’ve spent so much time to-
gether now, it’s almost like we can begin to
speak in code, you know—two or three words
and I can finish the sentence, and vice-versa.
I think there has never been a relationship quite
like this in American history between a Presi-
dent and a Vice President. But I must tell you,
it’s been one of the most richly rewarding things
of my life, and I think it’s been very, very good
for the American people.

His leadership is the principal reason that we
have been able to reduce the Government to
its smallest size since the Kennedy administra-
tion, eliminate more regulations and Govern-
ment programs, and privatize more operations
than the previous two administrations combined.
And no one has noticed a decline in Govern-
ment services. In fact, our Federal employees
are doing more with less and doing it better
than ever before, thanks to the Vice President’s
leadership in reinventing Government. He was
responsible for many of the most important pro-
visions of the landmark telecommunications bill.
He’s helped us devise a budget that would con-
tinue to increase our investment in research and
technology, even while we cut overall spending
to balance the budget. He has made a major
contribution to our efforts to finish the unfin-
ished business of the cold war, especially in
his work in Russia. There has never been a
Vice President with more responsibility, who has
achieved more, and who has done more to ad-
vance the cause of America than your native
son Al Gore.

As all of you know, 10 days from now the
American people will go to the polls to choose
the last President of the 20th century and the
first President of the 21st century. Tonight and
over the next several days, I will ask the Amer-
ican people not just to come to rallies and cheer,
although we all need that, especially in the last
days of a long, hard effort, but to think again
about how we are going to meet the challenges
of the 21st century, how we are going to seize
the opportunities of the 21st century, how we

are going to preserve our values and the things
we hold dear in the next century, how we can
make it the age of greatest possibility in human
history. Our central goal must be to work to-
gether to give our people the tools they need
to master the changes that are taking place.

In the next week I’m going to talk about
four of the biggest challenges we face: How
we finish the job of balancing the budget while
preserving our values; giving our children a
world-class education; opening the doors of col-
lege to all Americans; and making at least 2
years of education after high school as universal
by the dawn of the 21st century as a high school
diploma is today. And I want to talk about mak-
ing our families stronger by helping all Ameri-
cans to succeed both at home and at work,
in safety and security. And tonight I want to
talk about ending the cycle of welfare depend-
ency, family breakdown, and crime by carrying
on our historic efforts to reform welfare.

I first came to Vanderbilt to give a speech
nearly a decade ago now, when I was invited
to come here and talk about what it was like
to be a Governor in a time of change in the
global economy. I remember it very well. I ex-
pect I’m the only person in this audience who
remembers it very well—[laughter]—but none-
theless, I do. It was about that time that I
was asked to represent the Democratic Gov-
ernors, along with my colleague, the Governor
of Delaware—the Republican Governor of Dela-
ware—and working with Congress and the
Reagan administration to try to help reform the
welfare system.

Those efforts produced the Family Support
Act of 1988, which itself was a substantial im-
provement over the previous law, and which
gave the President very, very broad powers,
which before I took office were rarely used,
to work with States and communities to change
the rules of welfare, to try to develop a system
that would move people from dependence to
independence.

Four years ago when Al Gore and I came
to Nashville, I said I wanted an America in
which every person responsible enough to work
for it has a shot at the American dream, an
America still the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom, an America coming together
and relishing its diversity through its shared val-
ues.

We have pursued a simple but profound strat-
egy. We have worked to expand opportunity for
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all, to demand responsibility from all, and to
build a stronger American community, to make
that America’s basic bargain. Four years ago,
the Vice President and I asked you to take us
on faith. Tonight, you can look at a record.

Our Nation is clearly moving in the right di-
rection. We have 101⁄2 million new jobs, over
270,000 of them here in Tennessee. Unemploy-
ment here has dropped by about a third, to
4.1 percent. We have the lowest combined rates
of unemployment, inflation in home mortgages
in 20 years—28 years. After inflation, household
income is up about $1,600 in the last 2 years.
There are 41⁄2 million new homeowners. The
inequality among working people just declined
by the largest amount in 27 years. Childhood
poverty dropped the most it has in 20 years.
The incomes and poverty of households headed
by women had its most dramatic drop in 30
years. And we just recorded the lowest poverty
rates ever recorded for African-Americans and
all our senior citizens. We have 41⁄2 million new
homeowners, record numbers of new small busi-
nesses, record exports. We are moving in the
right direction.

We are pushing back the frontiers of knowl-
edge in ways that will benefit all of us. Here
at the medical center, in science labs, biotech
firms, and universities all across our Nation, in
millions of homes in the everyday miracle of
the Internet, we see the leaps of science, tech-
nology that are no less dazzling for being so
widespread.

Just today before I came here, I met with
a lot of people who work with the problems
of cancer. I met with cancer survivors; I met
with physicians; I met with researchers; I met
with people in support groups. Among other
things, I announced that we will be dedicating
30 million more dollars this year to genetic
breast cancer research, because—and this is just
one example—we have identified two of the
genes in the human structure that cause breast
cancer. And when you put that with the fact
that we are now using the very sophisticated
imaging technology we use in our satellites for
defense and intelligence purposes on the human
body, so we can detect, prevent, or stop early
the spread of all kinds of diseases, we are lit-
erally on the verge of breakthroughs we never
could have dreamed of just a couple of years
ago.

Not very long ago, we had movement for the
first time ever in a laboratory animal whose

spine has been completely severed; the animal
had movement in its lower limbs when there
were nerve transplants from other parts of the
body to the spine. We’ve developed the first
treatment for stroke ever in the last 4 years.
The average life expectancy of people with HIV
has more than doubled in the last 4 years with
research and more rapid movement of drugs
to market. It will soon, I believe, become a
manageable chronic disease, not a certain death
warrant. All these things have happened in the
last 4 years.

But we have much to do, and we have to
choose a decision about how we’re going to walk
into the future. And one of the major decisions
before the American people in this election—
and not just the race for President but many
others as well—is what are those things which
we should do together? To what extent do we
believe we’re better off on our own? To what
extent do we believe, yes, it does take a village
to raise our children and build our future? To
what extent do we think we can find our way
on our own into the 21st century? To what
extent do we need to build a bridge that’s clear-
ly marked and big and wide and strong enough
for us all to go over together?

We have tried to define what we think we
should do together and what we think the Na-
tion’s responsibilities are. We’ve cut the deficit
by 60 percent. Now we can finish the job of
balancing the budget and do it in a way that
reflects our values, that preserves the funda-
mental structure of Medicaid and Medicare,
education and the environment, research and
technology.

We have cut taxes for 15 million working fam-
ilies. And because our economy is on the right
track, we can balance the budget with a targeted
tax cut for families where they need it the most,
for education, childrearing, medical care, and
buying that first home.

We’ve improved our educational standards,
expanded college scholarships and loans. Now
we have to reform education at every level, rais-
ing standards, increasing accountability, making
sure that every 8-year-old can read independ-
ently, every 12-year-old can log into the Internet
in every classroom and library in America, every
18-year-old can go on to college.

We’re making our families and neighborhoods
safer. We’re in the process of putting 100,000
more police on our streets, getting gangs and
guns and drugs off the streets. Now we have
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to finish the job of putting those police on the
street and crack down on teen gangs with the
same focus and the same law we are using to
break organized crime.

We now have the lowest crime rate in 10
years—4 years of declining crime rates. But all
of you know there is still a long way to go
before the American people really feel safe and
secure again. Now is not the time to back up;
now is the time to bear down with an approach
that is working.

We’ve helped to strengthen our families with
the family leave law; 12 million times families
have taken a little time off from work when
a baby was born or a family member was sick,
without losing their jobs. And I think America
is stronger because of it. I thank the Vice Presi-
dent and Tipper for the work they did to advo-
cate that here in Nashville at the family con-
ference.

Now it’s time to expand family leave, I be-
lieve, so that parents can take a little time off
to go see their children’s teachers twice a year
or to make regular doctor appointments for their
kids. And because people are working harder
than ever and so many people have trouble jug-
gling the demands of parenting and work, I
think we ought to give workers the option of
using overtime they accumulate and taking it
either in cash or in more time with their families
at their own discretion. That will help us to
be a stronger country.

But we also have to finish the job of welfare
reform. For many reasons, most of which have
already been explained by previous speakers and
especially the Vice President, our welfare system
has failed a lot of people. To be frank, a lot
of people—it worked as well as anything would
because they were just in a temporary difficult
position. They got on welfare; then they got
off again and went on with their lives. But year-
in and year-out, especially as more and more
children were born into single-parent homes,
more and more people became trapped in a
permanent cycle of welfare dependency in ways
that literally physically isolated generations of
people away from communities with mainstream
values, mainstream opportunities, and main-
stream futures, exiling people from the world
of work that gives structure, meaning, and dig-
nity to the lives of the rest of us.

The system—for those people for whom it
did not work, the system hurt them a lot more
than it did the other taxpayers who often com-

plained about it loudly and publicly. Children
who are born to a life on welfare, we know
from study after study, are more likely to drop
out of school, fall afoul of the law, become
teen mothers or teen fathers, raise their own
children on welfare.

For too long, welfare has been the object
of partisan debate rather than collective com-
mon effort. Too many people in politics, espe-
cially the further you get away from the people
on welfare, if you get all the way back to Wash-
ington, DC, ask who is to blame instead of
what to do. For too long, a lot of other Ameri-
cans assumed there was nothing that could be
done about it; you simply could not make it
any better than it was. Welfare, teen pregnancy,
crime all seemed destined to go on and grow
forever.

That’s why Al Gore and I pledged to end
welfare as we know it 4 years ago. We did
not believe that these problems would not yield
to sensible, persistent human effort. As a Gov-
ernor, for 16 years—12 years as Governor, now
4 years as President—I have worked on welfare
reform and worked personally face-to-face with
people on welfare. I knew better. I knew how
bad those people wanted a different deal and
a better, brighter future. I knew from the begin-
ning we could change this system for the better.

The old system, yes, it wasted taxpayers’
money, but even more tragically, it trapped mil-
lions into a lifetime of dependency. Well, that
system is now over, but the question is, what
are we going to do now?

We have shown that we can restore our com-
munities and renew our values, but the job is
not done. As the Vice President said, we gave
special permission to 43 States to get out from
under a whole variety of Federal rules, to rede-
sign systems that would help move people from
welfare to work more rapidly. This has made
a real difference. We also had some rules, in-
cluding requiring teen mothers to live at home
and stay in school, or lose their welfare benefits.

We also recognize that governments can’t
raise children, parents do that. One of the main
reasons people go on welfare in the first place
is that parents run away from their responsibility
to support their own children. Do you know,
tonight, if every parent who is legally obligated
to do so paid all the child support they had
been legally found able to pay, 800,000 people
would be off the welfare rolls tomorrow? That’s
why we stiffened Federal child support enforce-
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ment, worked with the States more closely than
ever, and why I signed an order directing Fed-
eral employees to pay their child support or
have it paid for them. I wanted us to set an
example.

We required hospitals to have programs to
identify the father at the time of birth, insisted
that welfare recipients name the father or lose
benefits. We posted deadbeat parents in post
offices, on the Internet; we’re going to deny
them Federal loans. We used the IRS to collect
a record $1 billion in child support, worked
with States on a new computer system to iden-
tify those who switched jobs or moved from
their home State to avoid paying child support.

I might say that 35 percent of all delinquent
child support cases involve people who have
crossed State lines. In the first few months of
this new system, we identified 60,000 deadbeat
parents who now must pay.

All of these efforts are bearing fruit. The wel-
fare rolls are down by nearly 2 million in the
last 4 years. Tennessee has 75,000 fewer recipi-
ents, a 25 percent drop. Just this week new
statistics were published showing that all across
America child support collections have increased
by 50 percent in the last 4 years, up in every
single State in America. That’s $4 billion a year
more going to children and parents who other-
wise would have to fend for themselves and
depend more on the taxpayers to support them.

Another thing you can be proud of in Ten-
nessee is that Tennessee is one of the top five
States in the country over the last 4 years—
here, child support collections have doubled.
They’re up 100 percent in the last 4 years.

And believe it or not, while too many young
people are still having babies outside marriage,
even on that front America is making progress.
Teen births have gone down for 4 years in a
row. And last year the out-of-wedlock birth rate
declined for the first time in nearly 20 years.

That brings us to where we are now, a people
determined to get back to our basic values, even
as we modernize our economy and face the fu-
ture. This welfare reform law gives us an historic
chance, but not a guarantee, to restore the basic
values of work, responsibility, and families and
to end the literal exile of millions of poor people
from the mainstream of American life and all
of its promise. The new law imposes strict time
limits on welfare. It requires those who can
work to go to work. It mounts the strictest
crackdown ever on child support collections. But

it also says we will continue to provide as a
national guarantee health care and nutrition for
poor families and, when the welfare recipient
goes to work, more for child care than ever
before, so that families will get the help they
need when they move from welfare to work.
The new law gives us a change to make welfare
what it was intended to be, a second chance,
not a way of life.

But let me say again, we say from now on
people who can work have to go to work; no
one who can work can stay on welfare forever.
We’re making work, family, and responsibility
a way of life. We are not going back. Our wel-
fare legislation, however, is just the beginning.
That is the important thing that every single
American citizen has to understand. Maybe it’s
because I was a Governor before I became a
President, but I know that there’s a lot of dif-
ference between passing a law and changing
lives in the neighborhoods and streets of every
community in the United States. You have to
help us change those lives. You have to help
us implement this welfare reform law and make
it work the way it was supposed to.

We’re not going to walk away from these chil-
dren. We’re not going to walk away from these
families. We’re going to take them by the hand
and walk with them into a bright new future.
And you’re going to help. [Applause] Thank you.
Thank you.

Let’s look at where you are in Tennessee right
now. You’ve heard this talked about before to-
night, but I want to say again, there are 12,000
Tennessee families who have signed new per-
sonal responsibility contracts. Now, they’ve
promised to be personally responsible. And the
people of Tennessee, through their elected offi-
cials and those who work for the State, have
promised to keep up their end of the bargain
to give those people a chance to act on their
responsibility, like these fine folks who stood
up over here and whom we clapped for tonight.
So as we require people to take responsibility
and go to work, we have to make sure they
have the opportunity to work.

One of the reasons that I wanted to sign
this law so badly, maintaining the guarantees
of health care and nutrition and child care but
giving the welfare money back to the States
and ultimately to the local communities, was
so we could take poverty out of politics and
substitute reality for that old rhetoric. Now, ev-
erybody who has ever said a bad word about
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the welfare system has nothing left to cuss; there
is nothing there anymore. [Laughter] And now,
there is no politics in poverty any more; there
are only people. And they are our people. They
are our children. They are our future.

This law says to them, ‘‘We’re not going to
keep you on modified life support forever any-
more. It’s a lousy deal for you and a bad deal
for us.’’ But here’s where you come in. This
is not the New Deal in the Great Depression
anymore, either. The Government has to bal-
ance the budget to keep interest rates down,
to keep the economy strong, so we can keep
creating jobs for everybody. We cannot have
a Government-created program that hires all
these folks. You’re going to have to do that.

Sure, there will be some hired into public
jobs, and in areas of densely high unemployment
we’re going to give extra help in the early years
to make sure that people have a chance, but
by and large, over the Nation, people will have
to be hired by employers in the private sector,
in the nonprofit sector, churches, and great uni-
versities like Vanderbilt, both public and private.

But that is better—it is better that people
be hired, 10 or 15 or maybe even 1 or 2 at
a time, and given a chance to just be integrated
into the normal flow of American life, rather
than being hired 1,000 at a time to do one
thing off here to the side. We want everybody
to walk together into the future. But to do it—
to do it—we have to have an upsurge of per-
sonal responsibility from the private sector.

Now, as I said, under the new law States
can take this money the Federal Government
used to give for the monthly welfare check, and
they can use it to help businesses provide pay-
checks. Seven hundred people have gone to
work in Kansas City at the Full Employment
Council that I visited in that system. That’s a
good deal for businesses; they can create more
jobs for less money. And it’s a good deal for
taxpayers; they save money every time someone
leaves welfare to work. It’s a good deal for the
people on welfare; they get a job.

The National Government has tried to make
work pay. We’ve raised the minimum wage. We
dramatically expanded the earned-income tax
credit. We have made—clearly made now work
a better deal than welfare. That tax credit alone
is worth about $10 billion this year, and it’s
reducing the poverty rate among working people
dramatically. It only goes to people who are
working. And it is reducing the poverty rate

dramatically by saying we’re not going to tax
people into poverty anymore.

The Vice President has helped us to create
a national network of community development
banks, 105 empowerment zones and enterprise
communities to get more private capital into
the areas where there are large numbers of un-
employed people, including many who are un-
employed who are not on welfare—a lot of sin-
gle men, for example.

I have proposed a plan now that will create
another million jobs. Number one, we want to
give business a new tax credit for every person
hired off welfare. Number two, we want to give
the same private job placement firms that Amer-
icans use to get better jobs for themselves when
they’re already working—we want to give those
firms a bonus for helping people on welfare
find their first job. And we want to help States
and communities give businesses more incen-
tives to hire welfare recipients.

These are the things that we can do. We
can also give greater investments into those
areas, as I said, where there are a whole lot
of people who are unemployed, including large
welfare populations, because we may not be able
to get enough private sector jobs in the short
run.

But in the end—we can do all this, we can
do every bit of it, but if we don’t have more
people like Noah Liff, we’re not going to make
it. If we don’t have more people like the nearly
50 business leaders who have already agreed
to participate here in Tennessee, we’re not going
to make it.

So I ask you, every one of you, just think
what would happen if every business, every non-
profit, every university, every school, and every
church, synagogue, and religious institution in
this country took what used to go to the welfare
recipient in the welfare check as a supplement
and hired just one person—just one person—
and took responsibility for training that person,
making sure their kids were okay and going for-
ward. Just think about it. Think what we could
do. We can revolutionize this. This would be
over. Just one person.

I should emphasize—Governor McWherter
reminded me, you know, he plays like he’s not
interested in policy, but he’s a policy wonk in
his rural clothing. [Laughter] He said, ‘‘Now,
when you get up there tonight, Mr. President,
don’t forget to tell them that in Tennessee we
also guarantee that if these people have to go
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to work in a place that doesn’t have health insur-
ance, we set it up so they can keep their health
insurance under Medicaid for a good while. And
then after a certain amount of time, under
TennCare, they can buy in at a rate they can
afford to keep their health insurance even
more.’’ That’s also important. You’re doing that.

It’s amazing to me, the excitement here. The
Governor of North Carolina told me he was
in Charlotte the other day talking to 4,000 peo-
ple at the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce,
and he said before he got out the door, 25
percent of them had volunteered to help.

The other day in Missouri, the CEO of Mon-
santo asked all his division heads to study every
aspect of their company to see what they could
do to hire as many people off welfare as possible
in Monsanto, and to—I hesitate to use the word,
but ‘‘lean on’’ their suppliers and other business
contacts to ask them to do the same thing.

The CEO of Sprint pledged to provide an
800 number that any employer in America can
call to find out how to move people off welfare.
A few weeks ago in Connecticut, hundreds of
business leaders pledged that their companies
would help us to meet this challenge. Last week
in Louisiana, the CEO of Northrop Grumman,
a company that makes a lot of products impor-
tant to our national defense, did the same.

But this Tennessee Business Partnership is
especially impressive. From Fortune 500 compa-
nies to Opryland, to companies like the recycling
business that Noah described, it represents your
whole business community. Just remember what
I said: If every company would just hire one
person, and not just companies but nonprofits
and universities and religious institutions, we
would whip this thing. And if every State will
form a partnership like the Tennessee Business
Partnership, we will work with them to get this
job done.

I want to say again: We passed a law; that’s
a good thing. The law didn’t change anybody’s
lives. And if we don’t change the lives, benefits
will someday be cut off, but we won’t be cre-
ating jobs and building new futures for those
people and their children. That’s the important
thing.

The other day I was in Florida, where I met
with four very impressive women who were
working themselves off welfare. And it was phe-
nomenal to me—I asked them all, ‘‘Why are
you doing this?’’ And they gave all of the obvi-
ous answers. And I said, ‘‘What’s the most im-

portant thing about it?’’ And all four of them
said, ‘‘We want our children to look up to us.
We want our children to be proud of us, and
we want to feel good because we know we’re
supporting our kids.’’ All four of them said that.

And you know, more than 10 years ago—
I’ve told this story many times, but I was at
a Governor’s meeting when we were talking
about reforming the welfare system, and I
brought a woman from Arkansas there, and I
asked her what the best thing about being off
welfare was. And she said, ‘‘When my boy goes
to school and they say, ‘What does your mama
do for a living,’ he can give an answer.’’ He
can give an answer.

Now, I have kept in touch with that woman
for 10 years, and she introduced me the day
I signed the welfare reform bill. She has four
children now, this lady who was trapped in wel-
fare. One of them has a good job; one of them
is studying to be a doctor; one is in a technical
school; the other one is a high school honor
student. I’d say welfare reform worked for her.
And it will work for nearly everybody if the
rest of us will just create enough opportunity
for all of those people who are dying to have
it.

Now, I want to say, finally, we have got to
take this law and make it live in the lives of
our people. We can take poverty out of politics.
We can give it back to the community. There
will always be a time when the economy is bet-
ter and the economy is worse. There will always
be people who will hit a little rough patch in
life and have trouble. But we do not need to
have a nation with a huge number of people
who are physically isolated from the rest of us
living lives they can never break out of. We
have all permitted that to happen; now it is
time for all of us to stop that from happening
and chart a bright new future to the 21st cen-
tury.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:41 p.m. in the
Langford Auditorium at the Vanderbilt University
Medical Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Joe Wyatt, chancellor, Vanderbilt University; Ros-
coe Robinson, vice chancellor for health affairs,
Vanderbilt University Medical Center; Justin
Dart, former Chair, President’s Committee on
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Employment of People With Disabilities; Noah
Liff, chairman, Steiner Liff Iron and Metal Co.;

and Ned Ray McWherter, former Governor of
Tennessee.

Remarks in University City, Missouri
October 28, 1996

The President. Thank you. Good morning,
University City! Good morning, St. Louis! Good
morning, Missouri! Thank you for being here.
Thank you for your good spirits. Thank you for
your support. Thank you very much, Mayor Joe
Adams, for this wonderful day. I assume the
mayor arranges the weather in University City
every day. It’s a beautiful day.

I want to thank Attorney General Jay Nixon
and Treasurer Bob Holden and Secretary of
State Bekki Cooke, Lieutenant Governor Roger
Wilson for being here. And I want to thank
St. Louis’ own Bobby McFerrin for that great,
great musical tribute. Thank you.

Thank you, Joan Kelly Horn, for running for
the Congress and for standing up against the
Republican Congress and what they tried to do
to cut education and the environment, to weak-
en Medicare and Medicaid, to allow workers’
pension funds to be raided. They say if they
keep their majority, they’re going to do it one
more time. You have to decide, and Joan Kelly
Horn is your alternative, folks. Thank you for
being here, Joan, and thank you for running.

I want to say a special word of thanks, too,
to Congressman Bill Clay and Congressman
Dick Gephardt, who are not here today but
who are working their hearts out for victory
in November and who have stood by you and
for your future. And I want to thank my good
friend Governor Mel Carnahan for his leader-
ship for Missouri, his support for me. He will
be a great Governor for the next 4 years. Thank
you, Mel Carnahan.

I’d also like to acknowledge two people in
the audience: Senator Tom Eagleton, thank you
for being here, and former Lieutenant Governor
Harriet Woods. And the people of Project Vote,
thank you for being here. Thank you very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m glad to be here
in University City, a model of racial and reli-
gious diversity, a city with more than 24 church-
es and synagogues, a leader in equal opportunity
and racial harmony since the 1960’s, a stern

rebuke to those who would divide our country
today by race or ethnicity or religion. Thank
you for the example you have set.

Folks, I like the cheering in elections. I even
like it when our opponents show up and cheer.
I like it when Americans are enthusiastic. It’s
what America is all about. But I also hope every
one of you will take a little time in these last
8 days not only to cheer but to think and to
ponder. This is the last election for President
in the 20th century and the first election for
President in the 21st century. I’m glad so many
young people are here today because this is
about your future in a new world, a new era,
a new time.

So as we close this election season, I also
want to take some time every day to focus on
the big issues before us. Yesterday we talked
about welfare reform. Today I want to talk about
how we can keep our economy strong by bal-
ancing the budget and still investing in the pri-
orities that matter to Americans.

You have to decide who can best lead Amer-
ica into the 21st century. You have to decide
whether you want to build a bridge to the future
or a bridge to the past. You have to decide
whether you want to build a bridge wide enough
and strong enough for all of us to walk across
together, or just say, ‘‘There’s the future; I hope
you make it.’’ You have to decide whether we’re
better off being told we’re on our own, or
whether you believe it does take a village to
raise our children and educate them and protect
our country and build a good future.

Four years ago I ran for President with a
simple vision, and I ask you to think about it
tonight. When you go home, just take a little
time and ask yourself, what do I want America
to look like 4 years from now when we start
that new century? What do I want America to
look like when my children are my age? My
answer is simple: I want an America where the
American dream is alive and well for everybody
who is responsible enough to work for it. I want
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